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ULink to investigate ties with Council

of International Schools — November
2018

We are pleased to welcome a visitor to our
school on November 1st and November 2nd.
Ray Davis is the Director of School Support for
Council of International Schools (CIS) and is a
very important figure in the world of interna-
tional education. We are hoping to build a rela-
tionship with CIS in the future and have applied
for member status of that organization. Current-
ly CIS is a community of 738 international sys-
tem schools and 583 colleges and universities
from 116 countries. However, there are only 37
altogether in China, including schools of all

types.

Member schools share these ideals

e adesire to provide students with the
knowledge, skills and abilities to pursue their
lives as global citizens; and

e acommitment to high quality international
education.

To achieve this goal, CIS members must infuse
their programmes and offerings with interna-
tional and intercultural perspective so that stu-
dents can move forward with the attitudes and
understanding that will provide them with a sol-
id base wherever their studies or work may take
them. School members must further commit to
undertaking an ongoing external quality assur-
ance process to enhance student learning.
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CIS provides many services to schools including
assistance with improving the quality of west-
ern-style education and help with recruiting the
very best international teachers.

As part of our investigation the school leader-
ship team, supported by the Board and special-
ists, are preparing a report to enable CIS to get
a good understanding of ULink College. We will
be translating and sharing this report in the fu-
ture with the whole community along with rec-
ommendations that Ray makes to help us to
continue to improve our school.
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ULink School Objectives for 2019

In addition to working closely with CIS on
school improvement the teaching staff and
office leaders worked together at the end of
the last year and the beginning of this to devel-
op, based on data and a review of last year’s
plan, the school objectives for the 2018- 2019
school year. We have begun to work on them.

All of our objectives link to the School’s Mission
statement and this year a big focus is on im-
proving English proficiency. The guiding state-
ment is “This is an English Learning Communi-
ty”. Initiatives have been launched within aca-
demic departments and with offices to provide
more specific opportunities and support for
speaking, reading, and writing English. We
want to make sure that all students are getting

regular opportunities to practice both academic

and social English speaking in a variety of
settings. One example is that we expect that
students in homerooms and classes have op-
portunities to give oral presentations to their
classmates and that checks are made by teach-
ers to make sure that no student is being left
out. Another example is that we are providing
stronger encouragement for students to speak
English when visiting one of the offices. Stu-
dents will have reading as a regular part of the
curriculum, with a particular focus on monitor-
ing this for Grades 9 and 10.

Other initiatives focusing on the first part of the
school’s Mission include development of our
written curriculum to look more closely at es-
sential skill development (in particular, critical
thinking) and the implementation of a more
rigorous school assessment policy. We will also
continue to expand our project based learning
across the curriculum and now have some
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Grade 11 students as well as Grade 12 try-
ing the academically challenging Cam-
bridge Research Qualification.

Our focus on clause 2 of the school’s mis-
sion includes a roll-out recently of
“student planners” for all grade levels to
help students improve their organizational
skills and focus more clearly on their per-
sonal learning objectives, with the support
of their homeroom supervisors. For clause
3 of the Mission the big new initiative is
Student Leadership Awards, information
about which was presented at the end of
the last school year.

During the school year we will be checking
closely on the evidence we have on how
well we are reaching these school im-
provement goals!
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ULink Study Abroad Tour to Australia Au-
gust 10 to September 22, 2018.

135 excited students and 7 staff members
arrived in Brisbane on August 10 and Au-
gust 11 to start their study abroad experi-
ence in Queensland, Australia. Students
travelled to three different schools and
were welcomed at each school and imme-
diately allocated to their homestay place-
ments to see their living arrangements for
the next 6 weeks.

Programs across the three schools are
very similar with students doing intensive
English classes, other supporting classes,
some integration into classes with Austral-
ian students and some cultural excursions
each week. The purpose of the tour is for
students to be immersed in an English-
speaking environment, both at school and
in the homestay, and also to gain a broad
view of a western education system by
participating in and observing classes.

There are four classes at John Paul College
and the students are completing their in-
tensive English through classes in History,
Geography, Academic Skills and Physical
Education. As well, each class will be inte-
grated into the main school with Australi-
an students for one day per week. In the
third week of the study tour John Paul stu-
dents attended an outdoor education and
leadership camp at the beautiful Natural
Bridge Bornhoffen campsite. The camp
was challenging as students were asked to
problem solve and attempt physical activi-
ties that require encouragement and sup-
port from their classmates. Students par-
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-ticipated with great enthusiasm and the
camp was very successful in building confi-
dence and leadership skills in the students.

At St Stephen’s College there are two classes.
The English classes, with Miss Vicki Colwell,
have had an emphasis on speaking and listen-
ing skills. Students have taken part in de-
bating, interviewing their homestay parents,
and talking in impromptu situations by being
asked to react to various situations. There also
has been a strong emphasis on grammar work.
This year, students have done Drama classes
with Mrs Kirsty Trezise. The drama lessons
have build student confidence in speaking and
performing. Improvisation, mime and perfor-
mance are some of the activities students have
undertaken. Students also do one day per
week with Australian students in their classes.
Every Friday, students do a Music class, Physi-
cal Education and Science in Action. Students
learn several Australian songs and will be
asked to perform one of these songs at the fi-
nal graduation. In Physical Education students
have been learning the skills of baseball and
touch rugby. Science in Action aims to intro-
duce students to practical science experi-
ments, in Biology through the collection and
analysing of insects and bugs, and in Physics by
using wiring and batteries to explain electrical
current.
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There is one class at St John’s Anglican College.
Students are doing a similar course of intensive
English with Mrs Mallon. The emphasis is on
developing greater confidence and sophistica-
tion in using the English language. Critical
thinking skills, research skills and the ability to
express goals and opinions are developed.
Students will produce a persuasive speech and
this will become part of an eBook for the stu-
dents. Students at St John’s have joined inte-
gration classes on Tuesday and Friday with
their Australian student buddies. Students al-
so have made a start on their future Mathe-
matics courses.

In the final week students from St John’s and
St Stephen’s went to the Sunshine coast area
for an outdoor activity camp at the Higher
Ground, Mary Valley property. A comprehen-
sive program has been designed with activities
such as, raft building, archery, bush skills, and
abseiling. Once again the program looks at
building teamwork and leadership in the stu-
dent body.

During the 42 days in Australia, students have
been to excursions to a variety of places, in-
cluding Gold Coast, Harbour Town, Dream-
world Theme Park, etc. They were also led by
the accompanying teachers to visit famous
attractions, such as Queensland University of
Technology, the Museum of Brisbane, Mount
Coot-tha, Botanic Garden, Lone Pine Koala
Sanctuary etc.
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